Economic and Societal Aspects of Stroke Management.
Stroke is a major health burden worldwide with attendant mortality, morbidity, and cost. In 2010, there were approximately 16.9 million strokes and an estimated 33 million stroke survivors worldwide. Also, in the United States, stroke is the third leading cause of death, with ischemic stroke resulting in 8% 30-day mortality (20% for hemorrhagic stroke). The staggering economic cost of the disease is driven largely by disability and long term care. Efforts in stroke healthcare delivery are focusing on performance, efficiency and value to better serve the consumer.